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Outline

• Overview of PFAS

• Brief site history

• Results of recent PFAS testing at the Du-Wel
Site

• Residential well testing

• Next steps



3

Per- and Polyfluoroalkyl Substances 
(PFAS)

• Strong carbon-fluorine 
bonds 

• Surfactants

• Repels water, oil, fat, and 
grease

• Began developing in 
1940s

• 5,000+ compounds today
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PFAS Uses

Chemicals and 

Pharmaceuticals
ElectronicsAerospace Apparel

Building and 

Construction

Aqueous Film 

Forming Foam
SemiconductorsOil & Gas Energy

Healthcare and 

Hospitals
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Why the Concern?

• Widespread

• Don’t break down easily; 
hard to get rid of

• Bioaccumulative – builds 
up in our bodies

• Some PFAS may affect 
health

• Lack of information

• Lack of standards
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Site History

• Manufacturing facility from ~1957 to 2002

• Soil and groundwater investigations 
conducted by Du-Wel from 1987 to 2002

• Limited contaminated soil and plating wastes 
excavated in 1991 and 1992

• Company went bankrupt in 2003

• Property tax-reverted to Van Buren County



7

Site History (cont)

• In 1991, contamination discovered in Gala T 
Inn restaurant’s drinking water well

• In 1995, state funds used to extend municipal 
water to restaurant and two residences

• Since 2002, EGLE has been conducting state-
funded investigations of soil and groundwater

• EGLE also has been testing residential wells for 
volatile organic compounds
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PFAS Sampling

• On April 19, 2019, EGLE collected samples 
from 19 monitoring wells for PFAS analysis

• On May 7, 2019, results from the sampling 
were received

• Highest onsite PFOA + PFOS concentration was 
8,713 ppt

• Highest offsite PFOA + PFOS concentration 
was 317 ppt
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Next Steps

• Residential well results expected beginning 
week of May 20th

• State and local health to call residents about 
results

• Bottled water distribution to continue for well 
owners within study area

• Departments will meet to determine next 
steps

• Future public meeting
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For More Information…

www.michigan.gov/pfasresponse
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Michigan Department of 

Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy

800-662-9278
Michigan.gov/EGLE

Follow us at:  Michigan.gov/EGLEConnect

https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.michigan.gov%2Fegle%2F0%2C9429%2C7-135-3306-388510--%2C00.html&data=02%7C01%7CFeuersteinH%40michigan.gov%7C1871aa83887a4b0c644d08d6c74896a4%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C636915511908961303&sdata=fe3hjbWp%2Bxu3L36LeIf0XFYcZgRvp%2FcdvER529jJL8o%3D&reserved=0

